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XII.—Stray Notes on Ornithology in India. 
By Arran Hume, C.B. 
No. IV. A new Genus of Sylviide. 
JERDONIA. 

Bill, straight, slender, entire or very faintly notched, slightly 
widened at base, compressed towards the tip; culmen distinctly 
raised, acute at base. Tip of upper mandible very slightly de- 
flected; two (or three) stout bristles on cither side of the gape. 

Tarsus, stout, rather short, with transverse scutes (usually 
five). 

Foot, hind toe short, claw moderately curved, compressed, 
rather deep; front toes slender, the middle longer than or as 
long as the laterals with their claws; outer toc in some spe- 
cimens a hair’s breadth the longest, but both lateral toes very 
nearly equal, and usually very slightly shorter than the hind toe. 

Vings, third, fourth, and fifth primaries subequal ; fourth, if 
any thing, a trifle the longest ; second primary from Z to È of the 
length of the third; first about 2 of the second. 

Tail, moderate, decidedly but not abruptly rounded. 

Skull, well raised above the bill-line. 

This genus has in some respects a very Phylloscopine charac- 
ter, but it is also nearly allied to other subgroups. in the first 
place, in the skulking, dense-covert-frequenting habits of the only 
known species, this genus approximates closely to the Reed- 
Warblers. In fact, the bills of Calamodyta phragmitis, Calamo- 
herpe arundinacea, and Acrocephalus agricolus are all virtually 
identical with the bill of Jerdonia. The two or three stout bristles 
on either side of the gape, the moderate-sized first primary 
(contrasting with the exceedingly minute ones of the three first- 
named birds, and thcir congeners), and the short hind and elon- 
gated middle toe of Jerdonia suffice to separate it. 

In the shape of the wing this genus more closely approaches 
Hypolais elaica and H. polyglotta; but the bills of these are 
broader, less compressed towards the tips, and more of the type 
of that of Phyllopneuste rama than of Jerdonia. The bill in 
this latter is almost a miniature of that of Medon galactodes, 
but is slightly less compressed in the middle than that of this 
last species, and is considerably more sharply pointed. In the 
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wing of this last (in other respects very similar) the first pri- 
mary is proportionally much less, and the second rather more 
developed than in Jerdonia. 

Phyllopneusie rama, to a casual observer, very closely resem- 
bles our type-species of Jerdonia. But the bill of the former is 
more depressed, wider, less compressed, blunter-pointed, and 
has a less well marked culmen. Moreover, as a rule, the skull 
is less raised and more dAerocephalus-like in P. rama, than in 
Jerdonia, and the tarsus of the former is longer and the mid 
toe shorter than in the latter. 

Compared with Phylloscopus, the bill is, as a rule, longer, the 
first primary less developed, the feet proportionally larger, the 
mid toe more elongated, and the hind claw smaller and less 
curved. I say as a rule, because wide differences of structure 
exist in the birds usually included in the one genus Phyllo- 
scopus. P. fuscatus, for instance, has a bill the exact miniature 
of that of dedon gulactodes, the first primary more than half as 
long as the second, the fourth and fifth longest, and the third 
and sixth subequal, and only a trifle shorter than the fourth and 
fifth, while the second is quite ‘375 in. shorter than the third. 
In P. sibilatrix the bill, though slightly more compressed at the 
point, is that of Phyllopneuste rama, while the first primary is 
excecdingly minute, as ina Reed- or Sedge-Warbler, and the 
rest of the wing pointed almost lke a Falcon’s, the third 
primary the longest, the fourth nearly +125 in. shorter, the fifth 
shorter by even a greater amount than the fourth, the sixth 
similarly shorter than the fifth, and the second at most 125 in. 
shorter than the third. I may add that the notes and flight of 
these two species are equally different. 

Similar differences are observable in other species of the genus 
when good, fresh* specimens in perfect plumage are compared. 


JERDONIA AGRICOLENSIS, Sp. Nov. 
Dinensious. Length 15 to 5, expanse 6°5 to 7, wing 2°22 
to 2°32, tail from vent 19 to 2-1, tarsus °8, middle toe and 


~ 

* The practice of closing the mouth before skinning, by rumning a thread 
through the nostrils and tying it round the bill tightly, greatly modifies 
the shape of the bill in many dried specimens, conveiting broad depressed 
upper mandibles into comparatively uarrow and compressed ones. Even 
after the moult is complete it is some time before the primaries assume 


their normal proportions. 


Mr. A. Hume on Indian Ornithology. 183 


claw °63, hind toe and claw °-4, outer toc and claw °38, bill from 
front 35 to °39, from gape ‘55 to °62, width at gape ‘28, height 
at base ‘O09. 

Description. Bill—upper mandible dark brown, with the edges 
light ; lower mandible flesh-coloured, rather dusky towards the 
tip; inside of mouth orange-yellow. Legs and feet fleshy-grey ; 
in some tinged with yellowish, especially on the soles, in some 
glaucous. Irides, hazel-brown. 

Plumage (immediately after the autumnal moult): feathers of 
the head, nape, back, and scapulars lax, hair-brown, tinged to- 
wards the margins with a paler, slightly rufous- or fulvous- 
brown (the whole in some specimens with a faint shade of 
olive). Rump paler and rather more rufous in tone. Upper 
tail-coverts hair-brown, with lighter fulvous-brown edges. Tail 
dark brown—all but the two outermost reetrices very narrowly 
margined with pale fulvous- or greyish-white, outermost feather 
on each side with the whole of the outer web dull or greyish- 
white. Tips and internal margin also greyish-white. Rectrices 
next to the outermost similar, but with less white on the outer 
webs and more on the tips. 

A conspicuous superciliary streak from the nostril extending 
over the eye to the ear-covert of a pale buff, or rich cream- 
colour. Lore, cheek, and ear-covert the same as the crown of 
the head, but of a lighter shade. The whole lower parts buffy, 
varying in shade and in warmth of tone in different specimens, 
but always palest, and in some almost white, on the chin, the 
middle of the abdomen, the vent and lower tail-coverts. Sides 
and flanks slightly infuscated. Axillaries, wing-lining, and edge 
of wing from carpal jomt cream-coloured, varying im warmth 
of tinge in different specimens. Lower surface of remiges and 
rectrices brownish grey. 

The wing hair-brown, as dark as the tail, the primaries and 
secondaries very narrowly, and the coverts and tertiarics broadly 
margined with rufous- or fulvous-brown of the same tone as the 
rufous of the back. 

It is only on close examination that the difference in the 
colours of the margins and centres of the feathers of the head, 
back, and other parts is observed ; looked at from the distance of 
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a couple of feet, these parts appear of a uniform brown, less 
rufous in tone than that of the same parts of Acrocephalus 
agricolus, to which the bird, after its autumnal moult, presents a 
general resemblance in colouring (though of course differing, as 
already noticed, in structure) but still, in most speciniens, with a 
certain shade of rufous. The amount of this, of course, varies, 
some specimens being greyer and some more rufous. 

At this season of the year it would be impossible (setting 
aside structural differences) to mistake this species for Phyllo- 
pneuste rama: it is altogether a darker bird, conspicuously so 
when on the wing ; it never has the uniformly mouse- or grey- 
brown of that species; its habits too are widely different, 
quite those of au Acrocephalus (like A. dumetorum), frequent- 
ing thick crops, from which it is only flushed with great difficulty, 
dropping again after a short flight. P. rama, on the other hand, 
is rarely found in, and never sticks close to, thick ground-covert, 
but affects trees and bushes, more especially the babool (Acacia 
arabica). l 

The notes are entirely those of an Acrocephalus, most resem- 
bling those of A. dumetorum, but perhaps rather more Saxi- 
coline in their character. In the spring and summer the whole 
upper surface of the bird becomes paler and what some would 
describe as more rufous, others as more sandy, while the lower 
parts lose a great deal of thcir warm buffy tint. The remiges 
and rectrices also fade similarly. In this stage it might easily 
be mistaken by a casual observer for a small specimen of P. rama; 
but its upper surface is always somewhat more rufous in tone 
than that of the latter. 

Comparmg specimens of our new bird freshly moulted, at 
the close of September, with specimens of P. rama in similar 
plumage, the difference (independent of structure and habits) is 
very noticeable. P. rama, even in its fresh feathers, is a smooth, 
light grey-brown bird, very uniform in colour, and with the 
lower parts quite devoid of the ruddy buff tint of Jerdonia. 
The feet too of P. rama are of a greenish-blue-grey, darker 
about the foot (the soles excepted), while the feet of Jerdonia 
are of a warmer flesh-colour; indeed, in the colour of the feet 
and tarsi the birds differ conspicuously. 
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Of the distinctness of this species, which Dr. Jerdon was the 
first to suspect, having picked out a peculiarly small specimen 
in Mr. Brooks’s collection as not, in his opinion, referable. to 
P. rama, there can be no doubt. Mr. Brooks and I have worked 
the matter out with more than sixty specimens of the new 
species and a large series of P.rama before us; and that gentle- 
man (who himself procured all these specimens, some of which 
we have had in the flesh before us while writing the above de- 
scriptions) has personally observed its habits and haunts. In 
general appearance, at one season of the year, as has been said, 
it much resembles P. rama ; but in its habits, notes, and even 
change of tone of colour at different seasons it far more closely 
approximates to Acrocephalus. It forms, indeed, in our opinion, 
a sufficiently well marked intermediate type demanding the 
generic separation we have accorded to it. 


XIII.— On some other new and little-known Birds, collected during 
the Voyage round the World in 1865-68 of H. I. M?s S. 
Magenta. By Henry llittyer Giexrort, Se.D., C.M.Z.S., 
and Tuomas Satvapor1, M.D., C.M.Z.S.* 


l. AcRIDOTHERES LEUCOCEPHALUS. 

A. capite collo ac uropygio albis, dorso nigro-schistaceo, alis 
brunneis, subtus albo-rubescens. 

Head and neck white, the feathers on the top of the head ra- 
ther lengthened and pointed, a large naked space of a dark 
reddish colour around the eyes; back of a dark slate-black, 
rump and upper tail-coverts (except the posterior ones, which 
are black) of a pure white; wings of a silky brown as m 
A. tristis, the spurious wing, carpal region, under wing-co- 
verts and the basal portion of the primaries white; a partial 
collar bordering the base of the posterior part of the neck, 
the breast and abdomen reddish-white, nearly rosy, tinged on 
the sides with greyish, the mesial abdominal region being of 

* Other new species of birds collected during the same voyage were 
described by the same authors in ‘The Ibis’ for 1869, pp. 61-68, and in 


the ‘ Atti della Società Italiana di Scienze Naturali, vol. xi. pt. iii. 
(1868). 


